7th Grade Life Science Syllabus

2015 - 2016
Haynes Bridge Middle School

(470) 254 -7030

	Teacher : Mrs. Sandra Bennett
	 Textbook:  Life Science
 Holt Science & Technology

	Email Address:  bennetts@fultonschools.org
Teacher Website:  http://ssbennett.weebly.com/

	 Textbook Replacement Cost: $70.75

	Holt Online Holt Learning Website:  www.hrw.com;  Students will be given a user name and password by the teacher.  


Course Overview:  Seventh grade students will study the classification, structure and function of living things, along with the interdependencies of organisms with one another and within their environments.








	Course Content:

	· Characteristics of Science and Safety

· Classification of Living Organisms –Dichotomous Keys

· Cells and Cell Processes

· Heredity and Reproduction
· Human Body Systems

· Change over Time (Evolution)
· Ecology 




Concepts and Skills   

Throughout the year we will focus on a variety of concepts that are not only important in science, but have 

life skills applications as well.  Examples include: organizing information, thinking critically, using the scientific process, representing and applying data, measuring in SI (metrics) classifying and sequencing, and making and using charts, tables and graphs.
Teacher Academic/ Behavioral  Expectations
· Be prepared for class with all necessary materials.  

· Be polite and considerate of others.

· Be engaged and participate in class in an appropriate manner 
· Complete all assignments by the due date and bring them to class in a neat and organized manner. 

· Act appropriately in the classroom
· Follow the honor code; Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism) will result in an immediate office referral.  

Students are expected to adhere to the behavior expectations as outlined in the student agenda, Pages 5-7.  
Make-up Policy and Late Work:
All students are expected to make up any missing assignment due to an absence in a timely manner. See page 3 in the student agenda for the specific guidelines. Work will be considered late if it is not submitted within the first five days of the assignment due date. The due date is included in the five days. Students will lose 4 points during the five day period for each day the assignment is late. Teachers will enter NHI (not handed in) in the gradebook 
to signal a late or missing assignment. Students who fail to submit work within the five day period will be referred to our graduation coach, and they will be required to attend school wide working lunch until the assignment is submitted.
Homework:
Homework is intended to reinforce the concepts learned at school.  Homework will be reviewed the day after it is assigned. The assignments will be written on the board each day it is assigned.  Some projects will be assigned during the semester which will require students to schedule and budget their time.  Students will be provided with specific requirements and due dates for all long-term assignments.
	Evaluations of Student’s progress:
1. Student writings and reports

2. Tests and Quizzes 

3. Labs and projects

4. Class participation

5. Daily class assignments and homework assignments
	Fulton County Schools Grading Scale

· 90 – 100
A

· 80 – 89

B

· 70 – 79 
C

· 69 and below
F




Grade Weights

50%- Major Assessments

40%- Minor Assessments

10%- Work Ethic

Parent-Teacher Communication:

· Conferences may be scheduled by appointment.

· Home Access will allow frequent access to student’s progress.

· Use of agenda by the student is highly recommended, and parents are encouraged to check the student’s agenda each day.

· Parents may email or phone the teacher.

Use and Importance of the Student Planner:
Students are given one agenda at the beginning of the year and are expected to use the student agenda as an organizational tool as well as a hall pass. Students will write the topic of the class and homework in their agenda every day for every class. See page 13 in the student agenda for the specific guidelines.
Parent/Guardian Conferencing

Conferences may be requested by the teacher or parent.  Conference times to choose from are 

Monday or Thursday between 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m., or at other times by appointment.
Extra Help – Help Sessions, Graduation Coach and Counselors:

Science help sessions are available with an appointment made in advance.  

The Graduation Coach’s primary responsibility is to work with all students to encourage academic success. Mrs. Davis offers a variety of academic programs that can help students improve their academic performance. 

The Guidance Counselors are available to assist with any academic and social needs you may encounter during the school year. 

Tardy Policy Statement

Tardy is defined school-wide as not being inside the classroom when the final bell rings. When the final bell rings to be in class, teachers are not to allow students into the room.  Tardy students are to report immediately to the ISS supervisor in room 22.  Once there, the student’s tardy will be recorded and consequences will be assigned based upon the progressive consequence scale.  Students will be given a tardy pass that details their consequence and informs the teacher what time the student left the tardy room.  Students who arrive to the tardy room later than the five minute window will be sent to the office for cutting class.
Suggested Materials and Supplies:

	· Composition Notebook

· Flash Drive

· Index Cards (lined) – 2 packs
· Glue Sticks, colored pencils & markers

	Other:

·   Paper Towels

·   Tissue

·   Hand Sanitizer




----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please detach and return this signature section.  Thanks!

I have received and read a copy of the Life Science syllabus.

Student’s Name_____________________________________  Period _________
Parent Signature ____________________________________

Date___________

Please return this signed page to your science teacher.                            

Thank you!

